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Hon. Andrew C. Barrett
Commissioner

Hon. Ervin S. Duggan
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N. W.
Washington. D.C. 20544

RE: Ex Parte Presentation in MM Docket No. 92-266
CABLE RATE REGULATION

Dear Chainnan Quello. and Commissioners Barrett and Duggan:

Cable Television Rate regulation is long overdue. Our city is just far
enough from broadcast locations to require cable television to receive
reasonable quality television; yet "off the air" reception is aVailable. The
alternative to cable television is poor quality reception and limited channel
selection. As a result. the cable television franchisee operating in our city has a
"De Facto" monopoly because its investment in cable lines and in the "head
end" of its system. Furthennore. local public television broadcasting is only
available on the cable system.

The local cable company has increased its rates with regularity and
frequency over the last few years and has created apparent hardships for
retired persons living on relatively fIxed incomes who desire to view local public
television broadcasting, and who, because of their advanced ages, are confIned
in their entertainment activities to watching television.

The City of Longview supports the suggestions and concerns raised by
the National League of Cities, the National Assn. of Telecommunications
Officers and Advisors, the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the National Assn. of
Counties ("Local Governments") in their Comments and Reply Comments filed
in this Docket.
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Ms. Donna R. Searcy. Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20554

RE: Ex Parte Presentation in MM Docket No. 92-266
Dear Ms. Searcy:

In accordance with the Commissioner's ex parte rule. C.F.R. 1.1206. this
letter is being filed in Docket No. 92-266 as notification that I have written.to
Commissioner Duggan. and Acting Chairman Quello. as an an ex parte
presentation expressing the concerns and views of the City of Longview.
Washington. in the matter of cable rate regulation.

Enclosed are two copies of the letter to the Commissioners for inclusion
in the public record of Docket No. 92-26 .

DCS;sg
Encs: Letter to Acting Chairman Quello and Commissioners Barrett and

Duggan(2 copies)

cc: Hon. James H. Quello
Hon. Ervin S. Duggan
Hon. Andrew C. Barrett
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Hon. James H. Quello
Hon. Andrew C. Barrett
Hon. Ervin S. Duggan
March 23, 1993
Page 2.

We request that the Commission support a simple certification process
for rate regulation at the local level, recognizing that a benchmark rate of 34
cents per channel, as proposed by "Local Governments."

In accordance with the Commission's rules regarding ex parte
presentations, two copies of this letter are being filed with the Commission's
Secretary, as required under 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206. I have enclosed a copy of this
notification letter for your files.

DCS:sg

Ene!. Ex Parte Notification Letter
cc: Donna R. Searcy, Secretary, F.D.C.(2 copies)


